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Hypocrite – comes from a Greek word that means an actor, or a pretender. Actors in ancient 
Greek theater wore large masks to mark which character they were playing, and so they 
interpreted the story from underneath their masks.”  A hypocrite is a fraud, a phony. She says 
one thing, but does something else. She pretends to be one person, but inside is different. 
She pretends to be something she is not in order to get something she wants.

Think about your life – are you a REAL Christian, or a hypocrite? Are you the same here as 
you will be next week? The same here as at home? The same at home as at work? 

Jesus called the scribes and Pharisees hypocrites. They obeyed the laws exactly, and even 
added things to them, but they did it to for others to see them. Jesus compare them to whited 
sepulchres – beautiful outside, but inside full of dead men's bones (Matthew 23:27) He saw 
what they did outwardly, but He knew their hearts did not match.

Often people you meet may be beautiful on the outside, but what are they like on the inside? 
Are they truly kind or are they just pretending? Do they focus on others for the other people or
only to look good? …. Are they even spiritually alive? What about you? Are you spiritually 
alive? “And you hath he quickened (made alive) who were dead in trespasses and sins” (See 
Ephesians 2:1-5). Spiritually, are you alive through Christ, or are you only pretending, 
trying to make people think you are saved, when in reality you are a body full of dead men's 
bones?

Because she wants what she wants (not what God wants), a hypocrite is willing – 
• to lie 
• to steal
• to act like the world
• to dress immodestly
• to betray a friend 
• to share her bedroom with a man who is not her husband
• to sin because she has a good excuse and “nobody's perfect”!

I Corinthians 6:9-11 lists many sinners who will not inherit the kingdom of God? And Paul 
says,  “And such were some of you.” But you are not to be that way now because you have 
been saved through Jesus Christ. The natural man (unsaved) still wants these things, but a 
true Christian has put on the new man (Ephesians 4:24); is a new creation in Christ (II 
Corinthians 5:17), is created in Christ Jesus to good works (Ephesians 2:10); is to conform to 
the image of His Son, Jesus (Romans 8:29), and is to be holy, as He is holy (I Peter 1:16)! 
True Christianity is much more than just praying a prayer.

Again Jesus called the scribes and Pharisees hypocrites in Matthew 23:25, 26. He told them 



to cleanse the inside first and the outside will be clean, too. The inside, the heart, must first be
clean, and God will work on us from the inside out.

What is Integrity? What does it do?

• The quality of being honest and having strong moral principles
• A refusal to lie, steal, or deceive in any way
• Being trustworthy. One must be true to her word, responsibility, or promise
• Free from pretense or deceit – not perfect, but being real. The inside and outside 

match 
• Who we are when no one is watching
• Focus on the inside that will change or influence the outside
• A decision that leads a person to do right

Do the inside and outside match? Integrity – being the same whether I am by myself or in 
public. Ask yourself, “Am I being transparent, authentic, honest, trustworthy, or am I hiding 
behind a mask so no one can see who I really am?

Paul said in Phil 1:27, “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that 
whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast 
in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.” The gospel should 
have an impact on every part of our lives – our conduct, our conversations, business 
transactions, clothing, way we live, entertainment, way you teach your children or love your 
husband, your goals. The way we do everything would point others to Jesus Christ.

How did people in the Bible show integrity?
• Joseph – Understood that sin was a great wickedness against God. When Potiphar's 

wife tried to seduce him, he said “How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God” (Genesis 39:9)

• Daniel decided before he was faced with the temptation that “he would not defile 
himself” (Daniel 1:8). So when the temptation came to do wrong, he didn't have to think
about it, pray about it, labor over what he would do. Because of the integrity of his 
heart, he made the decision to do right. 

• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, decided to obey God and not bow down to idols, 
even when it meant they would probably die for it. 

• Even Jesus Himself was tempted by Satan to do what was not God's plan at that time. 
Each time, God's Word kept Him from sin.

Living with integrity is not easy, but it brings glory to Christ. Someone has said, “Integrity 
takes a lifetime to build and a second to lose. We are always one second away from being 
stupid.” 

“The world is dying to see authentic followers of Christ.” Will you be a Christian of integrity?


